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T H E 
SECRET EXPEDITION 
Impartially diſcloſed. 


8 the eyes of all Europe, as well as 

thoſe of our own nation, have 

A been intent upon an expedition 
conducted with ſuch profound ſecreſy and 
caution ; that ſcarce an officer, (except Ad- 
mirals and Generals) were acquainted with 
its deſtination, at leaſt ten days after we em- 
barked ; fo it may not be diſagreeable to ac- 
quaint the publick of its progreſs; and as 
matters of plain truth appear moſt genuine, 
when they are neither embelliſhed by rheto- 
rical flouriſhes, nor clouded by long, tedi- 
ous or laboured narratives; ſo ſhall the ſe- 
quel be confined to a faithful, honeſt recital 
of facts and contingents; thoſe who read 
with a finical curiofity will meet with an in- 
tended diſappointment, And though theſe 
remarks were taken on board the fleet for 
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private amuſement, rather than intended for 
public peruſal, yet as the minds of men ſeem 


yet in ſuſpence, ſome particulars herein, may 


ſerve to ſet in a clearer light the whole mat- 
ter, than what has already appeared. 

The motives of this expedition I ſhall not 
preſume to give my opinion about; but on- 
ly take it from the infantry's landing in the 
Ifle of Wight; leaving the reader to what 
inferences, his own reaſon and judgment ſug- 


"geſt ; but let him reſt aſſured, that the plain 
Amplicity of this journal beſpeaks no defire 
of applauſe, unleſs any ſhould redound from 


a candid relation of what daily happened, 
to a fleet juſtly looked upon as the fower of 
the Britiſh armament; and ſuch as no na- 
tion upon earth at prefent but Great Britain, 


could ſend into the ocean; ſhould I err in 


fome terms of navigation, I flatter myſelf, 


they may be overlooked by thoſe - gentlemen 
_ - bred up to this laudable and profitable 


Art. | 
July 25th, 1757, orders were received at 
the camp near Dorcheſter for three old bat- 


talions, — viz, Howard's, Wolf's, Kingſ- 


ley's; to march to the Ifle of Wight for em- 


barkation; which battaliggs compleat both 
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in officers and ſolders, appeared as fine troops 
as could be employed in any ſervice; on 
the 2gth they landed from Southampton 
at Cowes, and came next day to camp on the 
forreſt near Newport, on the ſame ſpot 
where the troops for Carthagena, and alſo 
thoſe for General Sinclair's expedition for- 
merly pitched ; the marks of theſe encamp- 
ments, viz. kitchens; and other appearances 
ſtill remaining on the ground. 

About the ſame time arrived 1 other 
battalions from different camps in England, 
viz, Bentinck's, Amhurſt's, Cornwallis's, 
Hume's, Loudon's, Hodgſon's, and Brude- 
nel's, and were divided into two brigades, by 
Lieutenant General Sir John Mordaunt, viz. 
Buffs, Wolfe's, Kingſley, Hodgſon's, Lord 
Hume's, under Major General Conway; 
and Lord Bentinck's, Cornwallis's, Brude- 
nel's, Loudon's, Amhurſt's, under Ma- 
jor General Cornwallis; ho were all inde- 
fatigable in their care during their ſtay in this 
little but plentiful iſland, able to ſupport 
twenty thouſand troops without injuring its 
inhabitants. Scarce one day paſſed without 
exerciſing the men in the moſt uſeful parts of 
military discipline, 
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ET 13 
200 gabions and 100 faſcines were order- 
ed by Major General Cornwallis as a ſample 
to be forthwith made ; tools for that pur- 
poſe, engineers to give directions, and officers 
to attend, viz. one Captain, two ſubalterns and 


60 men; all regiments not muſtered at the 


camps of Barham Downs, Dorcheſter, Ha- 
merſham, and Chatham, to prepare their 
muſter-rolls, and to hold themſelves in 
readineſs to embark : the number of wag- 
gons to be returned to take their baggage to 
the ſhips ; each regiment to ſend a return of 
the ſtrength they are to embark, the arms 
ſtrictly to be examined, cartridges, each man 
to have ſeventy-two rounds on going on 
board; a return of the number of good flints 
to be ſent to the head quarters; and the Ge- 
neral expects all things fit for embarkation, 
and immediate ſervice; the heavy or uſeleſs 
baggage to be immediately ſent away, not 
more than three women allowed to a com- 
pany. 

But the tranſports delaying coming ac- 
cording to expectation,, an entrenchment 
was thrown in the front of the line, the 
better. to inſtruct the ſoldiers how to make 
attacks—And as this was intended to teach 
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the younger ſoldiers; each party was to be 
chang'd every three hours, that all might 
take ſhare of the work, and be alike inſtruct- 
ed. — A faſcine battery was alſo formed in 
front of the camp, and a proper guard fixed; 
faſcines of eight foot in length being made 
for that purpoſe. | 

Both officers and ſoldiers ſhewed a moſt 
fincere and undaunted reſolution to exert 
themſelves in the ſervice of their prince and 
country. — Each battalion ſeeming ambi- 
tious in nothing, but to qualify themſelves 
by exerciſe and fatigues of the field, the bet- 
ter to enable them to endure any future hard- 
ſhips that the hazards of war might expoſe 
them to. 

Never were riot or exceſs more ' ſeverely 
puniſhed, nor order, ſobriety, and diſci- 
pline more generouſly rewarded, Divine ſer- 
vice was ordered every day, and regularly 
performed at the head of each battalion, as 
often as regiments] buſineſs would permit; 
and as a deſign to reform immorality, Sir 
John Mordaunt gave ſtrict orders, that eve- 
ry chaplain ſhould attend his corps, or find 
ſufficient deputy, the better to promote pie- 
ty, and derive the bleſſing of Heaven on our 
future atchievements. A- 
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27 Among the acts of generoſity to encou 
rage the ſoldiers to their duty, one muſt not 
1 be omitted in the 2oth regiment, Col. 
K. Licut, Cal. W——, and Ma- 
jor B—— , with -ather captains of this 
| regiment, conſidering as well the narrow 
_ ſubſiſtence of their ſubalterns, viz, lieute- 
[| nants, enſigns and ſurgeons ; as alſo the great 
| danger of the private men's falling fick with 
= living long on ſalt meats only made a 
[| purſe of 200 pounds to buy freſh proviſions, 
[/ as well for the officers meſs on ſhip-board, 
| as the private ſoldiers, to have potatoes, cab» 
bages and onions, to qualify the acrimony of 
falt proviſions ; a laudable example to other 
regiments, that the ſame corps which is a pat- 
tern in diſcipline, ſhould ſtudy the health of 
their men, as well as form them a n in 
military evolutions. 
. Tranſports to embark theſe na were 
daily expected but ſome accidental de- 
lays from the Downs to the Nore for the 
1 firſt fortnight, and the winds falling con- 
6 trary afterwards, prevented their arrival till the 
4th of September. The ſeaſon now in moſt 
mens opinion was too far advanced to ven- 
I | ture on an expedition, at leaſt far from 


1 home; 
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only, proved it could not be to the Weſt 
Indies, and therefore moſt people imagined it 
ſome deſcent upon the coaſt of France; 
which, however judged eaſy by thoſe who 
are anexperienced in the art of war, either 
by ſea or land; I flatter myſelf that theſe ob- 
fervations will in ſome meaſure ſatisfy the due 
care of both admirals and generals ä 
and that the —_— ippracticability of ma- 
king a deſcent upon ſo powerful and pro- 
vident an enemy ſucceſsful, was not owing 
to any want of courage or conduct in our 


previous Ignorance of _ OY ws that 
part of France. 
Nor is this any imputation upon a uu 


officer's taking the command, Who always 


both in ſounding and ſailing, depends on the 
experience of bis ſea commanders ; for TII 
venture to affirm, that before the ſailing of 
this fleet, very few men in the kingdom ever 
drew their attention ſo as to obſerve the 
ſoundings of the Rade De Paſque; and 
the thing appears manifeſt,” becauſe ſince our 
arrival not one print ſhop in this opulent ci- 
7 at moſt of which I've call'd, have any of 

theſe 


leaders or commanders; but to a ſeeming 
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theſe ſea charts, or were ever aſked for therh 

except on Tower Hill, only for the uſe of 
| the Navy. Pity it is they had not been ac- 
curately conſulted, before we attempted a 
| voyage of this nature. I am convinced it 
would have either prevented our ſetting ſail 
| | — or at leaſt an inglorious return. 

After near fix weeks ſpent on the Iſle of 
Wight, to the great diſſatisfaction of both 
commanders and inferior officers, as giving 
the enemy time to prepare, and retarding 
their eager deſires to do their country juſtice : 
on the fourth of September arrived the tranſ- 
ports at Cowes; never was an embarkation 
conducted with ſo much order and diſpatch, 
onthe 5th five battalions embarked, viz. Buffs, 
Kingfley's, Wolfe's, Hume's, Hodgſon's, 
in great regularity and high ſpirits ; to make 
the embarkation more eaſy and expeditious, 
they marched to different keys, and were 
taken off in men of war and preſs'd boats 
properly ranged for that purpoſe. 

On the ſixth the other battalions of the 
ſecond brigade embarked alſo, and the ſame 
night moſt of the tranſports fell down to 
Spithead; after dropping anchor near Portſ- 
mouth for about ten hours, on the wind ſud- 
denly 


(9) 
denly turning ſouth, a ſignal was made for 
all maſters of tranſports to go on board the 
Agent ; when a letter was delivered—with 
rendezvous at Torbay—not to be opened in 
caſe of ſeparation, till they came to the weſt- 
ward of Scilly Iſlands ; at eleven o'clock we 
weigh'd anchor and failed directly for St, 
Helens, but the wind about four p. m, 
turning more ſoutherly, moſt of the ſhips 
caſt anchor there, but we being almoſt the 
ſternmoſt ſhip, and the wind ſuddenly chang- 
ing to N. W. A ſignal was given by the 
Admiral to weigh, which was immediately 
done; we continuing fail now came up with 
the fleet, leaving the Ile of Wight to leeward 
that night, ſo that next morning we could 
juſt ſpy Swan Cliff and Dunnoſe Point. 

Such particular care was taken by the 
Admiral, before night came on, that ſloops, 
tenders and men of war, were ſtationed on 
each fide, alinoſt in the form of an octagon, 
with the Admiral and tranſports in the cen- 
ter, as crouding under his wings for protec- 
tion, againſt any hazard or danger of the 
enemy. — 

September the gth, in the morning blow - 
ing a freſh gale to N. W. a ſignal was given 
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to tack about, and we all grew apprehenſive 
that we muſt be forced to return to Spithead 
the only anchoring place near vs, or elſe if 
we could not fetch there, to the Downs; but 
with much difficulty fetch'd in off the high- 
land of St. Alban's; floops and ſhips of war 
again failed round us, both to prevent intelli- 
gence and to keep off privateers, who might 
otherwiſe ſurprize ſhips a-ſtern, or acciden- 
| tally diſtant from the main body of the 
{ fleet. 

And now being under fail, as if for the 
weſtward of Scilly Iſles; I ſhall give a liſt of 
ſhips employed on this expedition, which as 
appears by the books of the Admiralty, was 
the fine? fleet, with the heavieſt weight of 
metal and beſt found, that ever ſailed from 
the Britiſh nation; the harmony of the land 
and ſea officers, as well as their undoubted 
integrity, bravery, and honour, gave great 
hopes of retrieving the glory of the Britiſh 
flag, and nothing ſeemed wanting but num- 
bers of land forces to undertake ſome great 
and formidable enterprize. 

Thus far nothing tranſpired of our deſti- 
nation, conjecture ſometime carry'd us to 
Breſt, ſometime to Corſica, ſometime to 

Mart irico. 
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Martinico. Againſt the fitt, the unſucceſf. 


ful attempt of the Engliſh in 1694, under 


Lord Berkley, Lieutenant General Talmarſh, 

Lord Cutts, with other officers of known 
courage and conduct, together with the con- 
ſidetation of the Gallick foreſight, and their 


additional ſtrength in fortification ſince that 


time, when General Talmarſh (tho' always 
dilliking the enterprize) both ſuffered diſ- 
grace for raſhneſs, and loſt his life in the 


deſperate attempt; made us generally deſ- 


pair of any probability of ſucceſs with our 
{mall army, from that quarter, 
And as the Jacobites, in thoſe days, 


ſent the report to the French court, 
which was then alſo intended as a grand fee 


cret ; ſo we made no doubt but their intel- 


ligence was received long before our fleet ſet - 


fail from the Downs; however, had this been 
as great a ſecret, as the dark could fkreen, 


we muſt have failed in ſuch attempt, and 


perhaps hazarded the deſtruction of a fleet 
the bulwark of our nation; for the French 
have 50,000 troops in and near Breſt, beſides 
many forts and floating batteries, what there- 
fore could here be done by 10 battalions tho 
of the braveſt men upon earth, 
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 Corfica next was our conjecture, but pro- 
viſion laid in for four months only, and that 
Iſland laying too far up the Mediterranean to 
be of any conſiderable benefit to our trade, 
made us ſcarce think it an object worthy ſo 
expenfive an embar kation; beſides the French 
have many battalions on that Iſland, ſo that 
unleſs we could certainly have been joined 
by a great number of the inhabitants, we 
muſt there allo have failed of ſucceſs. 
Martinico we could all eagerly with for, 
but the diſtance with ſo ſmall proviſion, and 
hazarding the flower of our troops ſo far a- 
broad, and our ſhips being all unſheathed, as 
the worms in that climate would have ever af- 
ter rendered them unfit for ſervice, this there- 
fore could not bear even a plauſible appear- 
Thus while we were toſſed about in the 
ocean, were our thoughts and judgments on 
the rack to find out this grand political arca- 
num. But as the liſt of ſhips already made 
publick have been deficient, I ſhall here ſet 
them down at large, with the number of in- 
fantry, light horſe, &c. 


Ships 


(13) 
Ships of the Line. 


*# 3th, Guns, 
Royal George — 112 
Namur 90 


Neptune, Admiral Knowles, red diviſion 90 
Ramilies, Admiral Hawke, blue diviſion go 
Magnanime — 30 
Bar fleur — 80 


Princeſs Amelia, Admiral Broderick, white 


diviſion —— "ua 
Royal William — by 8 
Torbay — — 
Burford — — 
Dublin — — 
Dunkirk ——— 
Amelia — — 
Alcide — — 64 
Hercules — — 60 
Achilles — — 60 
Eſſexk — 64 
Jaſon employed as a | tranſport 8 to \ the. | 
Buffs — — 40 
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Frigater, Bomb Ketches, Tenders, Fires 
D lahr kes &e, 
Fire Drake* 
Infernal ä Fireſhips: 
Plato 
Hunter Cutter. 
Bomb Tender. 
Beaver. 
Cheſterfield man of war, to repeat fignats. 
Poſtillion. 
Porcupine. | 
Canterbury Buſs, 
Coventry. 
Thetis, Hoſpital Ship. 
Southampton, who oz taking a prize, was 
äorced to return to Plymouth. 


Tranſports 55, contracted for, from Auguſt 
20 1757, to January 20 1758, with 500 
fathom of cable to each tranſport ; making 
1 5,000 ton at thirteen ſhillings per ton each 
month ; 100 ton of gun powder in the artil- 
lery ; 1100 ton to each regiment ; the tranſ- 


ports had contracted not to go to America, 


Eaſt Indies, or coaſt of Africa; the govern- 
ment to pay for all captures of ſhips taken 


by 
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by the enemy, wreck'd, by ſtreſs of weather, 
&c. till January 20, | 


Infantry. 


Ten battalions, 700 each compleat 7009 
Two battalions of marines, viz. Efting- 
ham's and Stewart's — 1400 
One troop of light horſe — 60 


And as perſons, unacquainted with ſea af- 
fairs, may have very imperfect ideas of the 
weight and difficulty of conducting ſo large a 
fleet, eſpecially in ſo hazardous a part as the 
channel, and the bay of Biſcay : thoſe who 
would gain a more diſtinct information, I 
would refer to the orders, rules and ſignals, 
which. are printed by the Admiralty, and de- 
livered to every ſhip on ſuch important em- 
barkations, 


Among the dreadful hazards of winds, 
rocks and waves, in this boiſterous element, 


nothing gives a more feeling demonſtration 


of the difficulty of navigating a large fleet, 
than the hourly peril of falling foul upon one 
another, a ſevere inſtance we like to have ex- 
perienced this day, being the ninth of Sep- 
£5.40, tember, 
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tember, when by the interpoſition of a cer. 
tain man of war falling between us and ano- 
ther tranſport, we were in the utmoſt danger 
of being ſent to the bottom; this man of war 
hail'd us to get out of his way, which was 
readily complied with, by our navigating 
captain at the helm, but no fooner had his 
fails opened the profpect, but a tranſport, a 
head of this man of war, preſented herfelf 
with her broadſide to the head of our veſſel, 

which, tho? ſails were back'd, and all other 
means uſed, yet as ſhe was in full fail, could 
not be prevented, but for us to run full on 
his broadfide ; luckily for him his Greenland 
* boat was laſhed to that ſide on which we 
; fell; which being cruſhed to pieces, took off 
great part of the weight of our veſſel, other- 
wiſe we muſt have bulged in his fide, ſplit 
4 our own ſhip, and inevitably ſunk them 
[| both. 

i The hurry and confuſion in boch crews 
was inexpreſſible, ſome ſtunned with fear 
ſtood ſtupid, expecting every minute to be 
committed to the waves, others calling out 
for boats to take us into the adjoining ſhips, 
others ſwearing at the ſailors; the ſoldiers 


1 | | however did great ſervice, for tho“ aur bow- 
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ſprit was cloſely entangled in their fails, and 
each ſhip impetuouſly bolting up by a reci- 
procal impulſe, as if mechanically longing to 
devour one another; they catch'd up with 


a rare preſence of mind, ſome long poles. 


and handſpokes, which darting with all 
force againſt the oppoſite ſhip, ſtem'd off 


their fury, and we ſoon got diſentagled, tho? 


not without loſing our bowſprit, and ſome of 
our foreſails ; I can't help obſerving, 


what both crews can teſtify, that the wind 


blew very hard when firſt they met, but 
a very gentle breeze ſucceeded for half 
an hour, in which time we got entirely 
Clear. 

Nor was this the effe& of imagination, but 
viſible to thoſe in the greateſt hurry, as well as 
others who ſtood as idle ſpectators, for which 
we may thank providence, for preſerving us 
from the jaws of the deep. I muſt alſo re- 
mark, that though the man of war was the 
occaſion of the accident, that might have 
proved fatal to us both; yet he failed away 
as unconcerned as if nothing had happened, 


though he afterwards ſaid, he thought one 
or both muſt be ſunk, or fo damaged as not 
to be able to get to England, yet neither 
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did he ſend out his boat, or offer the leaſt 
aſſiſtance; ſo little regard was had to the 
lives of three hundred fouls in his Majeſ- 
ty's ſervice. 

Next morning being September ioth, we 
repaired our fails and rigging, and made the 
beſt of our way; being, according to Had 


ley's quadrant, lat. 50 1, land out of ſight, 


at three o'clock, p. m. "brine about two 
leagues aſtern of the fleet. The Coventry 


man of war. was diſpatched down to us, 


who ſpoke to our Captain to haſten up to 


the fleet; who alſo hailed a Dutch ſhip and 
ſome other tranſports aſtern of us; about 
five a cutter came down and hailed in a 
paſſionate manner our. navigating Captain ; 
aſking him the reaſon why he was ſo much 
aſtern, was anſwered, we make all the fail 
we can, no time is loſt; at ſix o'clock, 
another man of war came down to us, and 
ſaid, The Admiral is very angry you are ſo 
much aſtern; this evening the whole fleet lay 
to, being near the Caſkets, waiting till we and 
other tranſports came up with them. 

11th of September, off Plymouth, almoſt in 
the center of the fleet, near, Adm. Knowles, 
in the Neptune, Who commanded the red 
divi- 
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divifion, another man of war coming aſtern, 
called to us to get out of the way; eve 
o'clock; very near, Admiral Hawke, with 
tr cutters or tenders about him, wind N. 
W. our ſhip making weſt; ten 6 clock fail- 
ed by the fireſhip Pluto; twelve o clock, 
lat. 490 56' per Davis's quadrant, the Rami. 
lies alongſide, fo deep a calm now, being off 
Ediſtone light houſe, and towards the coaſt 
of France, that forty-five baats had in tow 
a man of war who was going to ſpeak with 
a ſhip in Sight, having two cutters or ten- 
ders with her. The laying to theſe few hours 
was undoubtedly well judged, ta try how 
the wind would ſettle, before we enter- 
ed into the Bay, and alfo to have a little 
moon, and amuſe the French fcouts, who 
thereby might be kept in ſuſpenſe whether 
we deſigned for Breſt, Orient, or Roche- 
fort, as alſo to know what the Southamptot 
had done, who was diſpatched off from the 
fleet i in purſuit as above ; and would i it nat 
been culpable to fail away from him with 
| the whole, before we knew the event of the 
action? 

September 12th, ſix o'clock, wind N, E, 
ſtill lay by, and the Admiral's fignal ordered 
D 2 na 
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no ſhip to go a head of him. Still bearing 
Pp to land, wind fair. 

| September: I zth, a freſh gale af a to 
8. 8. E. paſſed Lizard point about four 
clock, 4. m. Another tranſport came ſoul 
upon us, broke our boat, laſhed to the lee- 
ward lde, but did us no farther damage; 
lat. 49 10 Wan of Admiral Broderick 
flag white. 

Ahe whole fleet r now falling large, Qretch- 
ing as as far as ſight. could diſcern, made a molt 
gallant appearance on the ocean, the ſuperb- 
neſs of the men of war, with their little 
Tmacks, tenders, and cutters around, waiting 
orders ; the terror of the bomb-ketches, fri- 
gates, and fireſhips, the ſtudious obſervance 
of the tranſports to their Admiral's ſignals and 
motions, juſt entering the turbulent Bay of 
Biſcay, never before witneſs of ſo fine a 
fleet at this ſeaſon, ſtruck the mind with a 


ſolemn reverence to the Almighty Ruler of all 


events, which cou'd not be equally felt by any 
mind, but whoſe eyes added a ſympathizing 
ſenfation of the horrors of war, apd God's 
wonders in the deep. 

What vet: added to its magnificence, was 
at this very hour Captain Gilchriſt in the 
South- 
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Southampton, came up again to us, his ſails 
and rigging much ſhattered, followed by a 
French prize, Engliſh jack hoiſted above 
the French colours red; this French frigate 
of 26 guns and 200 picked men, being a 
prime failor,, was ſent out to watch the mo- 
tion of our fleet; but falling in tlie calm, 
and not having equal number of boats to tow 
her, the Sonthampton came vp with her, 
who at firſt made a feint of ſheering off; 
Captain Gilchriſt was at breakfaſt, and 
cooly ordered his men to breakfaſt alſo, 
making off, gave him time to prepare, * 
the Frenchman crowding all his fail; ea 
gerly purſued; when the Southampton linz 
to, to receive him; never was there a more re- 
folute engagement for twenty minutes, the 
officers of the: French were all killed, two 
of them by the ſame ſhot of a blunderbuſs, 
by Captain Gilchriſt's own hand; the men 
fought each other with handſpokes; and 
when the French had ſtruck, what remain- 
ed were ſo able ſeamen, that they derided the 
mean appearance of ours, though their con- 
querors. The Southampton received ſo much 
damage in this action, that ſhe was obliged 
to return to England to repair, This is the 
ſecond 
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ſecond exploit this gallant officer has Benni 
ed his bravery and conduct, within this two 
months, for his Majeſty's fervice, and the ho- 
neur of his 3 

About four, p. m. the Admiral hoiſted his 
white flag, and gave the ſignal of one gun, 
which was anſwered by another man of war, 
who bare down to him from leeward, either 
on his return from looking after the South - 
ampton, or to inform the Admiral of the ſeas 


to wind ward. This evening alſo ſailed by 


the Burford, Captain Young, who ſeeing it 
would be difficult for us to put out of his 
road, freed us from all apprehenſion, by al- 
tering his own courſe, ſhewing the humane 
and good man, by ſteering between two tran. 
ſports, leaſt any accident ſhould thereby befal 
them; a rare. inſtance which I wiſh might 
become exemplary, eſpecially when conſift- 

ent with the honour of the flag. Wind N. E. 
a freſh gale five knots per hour. 
September 14th. A thick fog and dead 
calm, the Admiral kept firing guns every 
hour, to let the fleet know his tation ; other 
fhips alſo beat drums, rung bells, er made 
other noiſes to prevent accidents of running 
foul: ten o'clock in great danger of falling 
foul 
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foul on the Ramillies, the weight of which 
ſhip muſt inevitably have ſunk us. 

A fog alſo in a great fleet, to which this 
part of the Bay is very ſubject, is as well diſ- 
agreeable as terrible, was it not generally as 
providence has ordered the air to be ſtill, 
which is the natural cauſe of a fog, viz. the 
currency of the air being ſtopped from carry« 
ing off the vapours exhaled by the ſun, twou'd 
be next to impoſſible to guide a number of 
ſhips in company with one another, when 
no obſervation can be taken of the meridian; 
but under apprehenſion of every hour falling 
upon rocks, veſſels, the enetny's coaſt, fteering 


a wrong courſe, or be ſeparated with eyes 


open, yet not able to ſee: We ſuppoſed our- 


ſelves not far from Uſhant point, but not cer- 


tain; but luckily hailing one of Adm.Hawke's 
cutters; we aſked what courſe he ſteered, 
who anſwered, S. W. by W. Thus we ſteered, 
and acquainted all ſhips we heard near us, 
which prevented many ſeparations; ſignals 
of guns, Ce. fired all this day and nieht a- 
round us. 

September 1 Sch. The fog a little cleared 
up. eloſe in with the fleet, and near the Ad- 


miral, the ringing of whoſe bells, and whiſ- 
tling 


em 
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tling of the boatſwains, we could plainly 
hear; ten o'clock a ſignal from the Admiral 
to bring to. Here it may be noted, that 
this day the firſt orders for landing were iſ- 
ſued out, which in ſo large a fleet, con'd not 
be done without much time, eſpecially as 
the weather was yet very hazy ; had it been 
later on the day, the expected return of the 
fog. towards evening would have rendered it 
impoſſible for the agents to diſperſe to the ſe- 
veral commanders, or adjutants to their ſepa- 
rate corps theſe orders, and no time ſo pro- 
per, eſpecially as both Admiral Broderick 
and Knowles had been ſeparated by the fog. 
Lat. 48* one o'clock; a ſignal for all Cap- 
tains of men of war to go aboard the Ad- 
miral; two o'clock Admiral Knowles and 
Broderick, with twelve ſhips of their divi- 
ſions, joined us, who in the preceding night 
had ſteered weſtward, and thereby loſt fight 
of the reſt of the fleet. Very hazy, —a man 
of war's boat hail'd us to know of the Wil- 
{ ham and Mary, on board which ſhip was the 
Captain of the train, Mr. Yorke, A cut- 
ter alſo had'in tow two men of war's boats, 
with two adjutants on board, ho could not 
find their own ſhips till eleven. Very ha- 
R ar 4 
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25 weather, yet no ſignals from the Admi- 
ral was heard by us, which made us not 
know what courſe to ſteer, fearing to lay 
too near the French coaſt. 
September the 16th, ſtill hazy morning, 
half an hour paſt five o'clock a ſignal of ten 
guns from Admiral Hawke, anſwered by 
Admiral K — and B— ; at fix a ſignal of 
one gun. — Cleared up a little, all the fleet 
around us ſteering S. S. W. the lieutenants 
of men of war ordered on. board, and the 
Agent's ſignal, ordered all maſters of tranſ- 
ports on board him: this hour (eleven © clock) 
the Royal William and Coventry men of 
war ſailed by us, we hardly kept clear of 
them, they croſſing our courſe, going off in 
purſuit of a French man of war, who proba- 
bly, fell in with our fleet in the thick fog, 
and took the firſt opportunity after he per- 
ceived his. miſtake, to ſneak off if poſſible 
undiſcovered ; ſo that it was a mark rather of 
a bad look out in the Frenchman, but not fo 
of our fleet, when for forty eight hours, we 
could not ſee our own bowſprit. Latitude 
47% 41, our land officer went to receive the 
general orders from his commander, which 
as they are already in every paper, I think it 

E un- 
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unneceſſary here to inſert them; he then alſo 
brought with him, ſpecial orders for his re- 
giment ; Which as they contain in Britiſh 
ſtyle, a Grecian ſpirit, I hope the liberty. 
of inſerting them without leave will be ex- 
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"The major is ſo convinced of the zeal of 
« the captains, that he knows many re- 
«c peated orders on the nt occaſion, + unne- 
* ceſſary. 

« It may not be, 3 proper iy ex= 
< plain to the ſoldiers, the fatal conſequences 
cc of ſtrayivg ever ſo little in queſt of plunder ; 
© it ĩs next to a certainty they will fall igno- 
« bly by the hands ot the country people, 
ce or if they ſhould eſcape, they may depend 
upon ſuffering death immediately, as diſo- 
« beyers of military orders, | 

„ The ſoldiers of the regiment, | 
© cannot be ignorant of the high reputation 
© they | have acquired in peace, for obedience, 
« attention and expertneſs in arms, and con- 
ce. ſequently they mult be ſenſible, how. great 
things the captain general and all the 


mi- 


1 
te militaty part of the nation expect from 
cc them, | 

The major hm the liberty to affure 
* them, that they are able to fight any bat- 
«« talion upon earth ; and he is anſwerable 
e that it will not be a combat of five mi- 
* nutes, between this battalion and the beſt 
in France — whether the affair is decided 
* by fire or bayonet, which laſt method 
<« when practicable, is always to be pre- 
« ferred, 

« As the ſoldiers are to take but one 
* change of linnen a-ſhore with them, it 
* will be proper they ſhift themſelves be- 
* fore they diſembark. 

« The ſoldiers to carry grogram in their 
© canteens, in proportion of three waters 
© to one brandy; this they are not to drink, 
*« till they have abſolute neceſſity, as it is 
e poſſible the wells and ſprings may be poi- 
“ ſoned by the enemy: the men are there- 
c fore to be cautioned not to drink water till 
te they are acquainted it is ſafe. One tent 
* and two blankets to be packed together, 
* two men withontany knapſacks, of the eight 
in a tent, their things are to be carried by 
their comrades”. 
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e bane of all order and diſcipline in an army, 


{5+ 
This morning alſo the colonel of the ſame 
regiment (a brave and experienced officer) 


gave a ſenſible and pathetick exhortation to 
his ſoldiers. 


We are now going, my lads, to engage 
e with an enemy, which though not equal 
© in valour, yet artful and ſubtle; what they 
« cannot execute by force, will endeavour to 
cc effect by ſtratagem and craft, You have 
te been excellently forewarn'd by your major, 
* againſt the fatal conſequences of ſtraying 
* from camp, and let me remind you, that I 
« have known and ſeen the French uſe the 
* artifice of ſtrewing bottles of their wine, 
© nay Whole caſks often poiſoned, to entice 
« and tempt our ſoldiery to intoxicate them- 
te ſelves, when they deſpaired of repel- 
te ling the Britiſh proweſs by any other me- 


e thod. 


I don't doubt the gallant behaviour of 
© my regiment, which has ſo often ſignalized 
ce itſelf on emergent occaſions, being confi- 
© dent you will all behave like men and ſol- 
© giers; but let me redouble the caution, 
ce beware of this ſnare in your marches or 
& counter-marches ; and as drunkeneſs is the 
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er ſo now in particular, might it be one main 
te Obſtacle to our glory and ſucceſs in this 
* momentary expedition IS | hope therefore 
«* for your own ſakes, for the honour of your 
« King and country, and me in particular, 
„you will avoid all appearance of being ſe- 
e duced from your duty, either by this, the 
< hopes of plunder, or any other temptation 
te that may be thrown in your way to invei- 
« ole you. You are led on by officers of 
* known courage and fidelity, who love you 
te yell, who have never failed rewarding the 
good, or diſcountenancing the bad, let me 
« reſt aſſured therefore that you will do me 
« credit as your commander, by a vigorous ex- 
s ecution and reſolute obedience to our com- 
„ mands. Above all let me earneſtly ex- 
&* hort you to a compact union, and ſteady 
& connexion, in bravely exerting your power 
e with the bayonet in the time of attack; 
« not to ſwerve from rank, nor wander at 
« any time from camp in hopes of plunder, 
« by which, and the Divine aſſiſtance, we 
* ſhall be able to vindicate a good cauſe, a- 
e gainſt ſo perfidious and treacherous an ene- 
* my; and return home with the applauſe of 
our own hearts, having done all in our 


I power 


30 
power for the ſervice of our good and gra- 
& cious ſovereign, and our dear and native 
1 * country, ſo much dreaded, envied and co- 
I | « veted, by that very enemy you are now 
| going to engage. 
| © Seventeenth a calm morning, the fleet al- 
together, ſteering E. by S. Lat. 47* 3. by 
Davis's quadrant, and 479 o. by Hadley's, 
wind S. 

We now judged the deſcent intended upon 
Rochfort and Rochelle, in order to deſtroy 
the king's dock at the firſt, and hurt their 
trade by diſtreſſing the laſt, Which natu- 
rally led us into various reflections and ob- 
ſervations on thoſe parts, as far as our ſea 
charts on board, and our knowledge could 
lead. And being now in the center of that 
mountainous boiſterous bay of Biſcay, 
ſhould a ſtrong weſt, or north weſt wind 
happen to take us, this g/or:ous fleet would 
be in the utmoſt danger of being daſhed to 
pieces on the French coaſt, which would be 
a loſs irreparable to the nation ; therefore the 
very enſuring an embarkation, where men, 
ſhips, proviſion, ammunition, hoſpital ſtores, 
&c. &c. could not be accounted of leſs value 
than ten millions, beſides the fate of England 

if 
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if ſuch diſaſter ſhould befal us, made us 
debate whether Rochefort and Rochelle 
were objects worthy the expence and ha- 
zard incurred in ſo dangerous a part of 
the ocean; many maſters of , tranſports, and 
ſeafaring men, declaring, that had they 
known the voyage was into the Bay, no con- 
ſideration ſhould have prevailed with them 
to have contracted with the nnn as 
tranſports. 

With ſtrict attention, we next fell to exa- 
mine the beſt ſea- charts, viz. Collins's, 
Halley's, and the charts of Paris, and were 
diſagreeably ſurprized to ſee them all agree, 
that the ſoundings up the river to Rochefort, 
not exceed at ebb two fathom, in ſome 
parts one and a half, water, we thence con- 
cluded: with reaſon, that the three deckers 
could be of no-manner of ſervice, nor could 
the bombketches or fireſhips be ſuppoſed to 
tide it up a rapid and ſtrait river, lined with 
forts, curvings, and other annoyances, where if 
but one ſhip was ſunk, either by the fire of 
the forts, or by other accident, ſhe would re- 
tard the reſt from moving up or down; eigh- 
teen foot water, or three fathom, is the leaſt 
any ſhip with weight of metal, &c, can ven- 

| ture 
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ture up an enemy's river. To what purpoſe 
then were theſe ſhips of the line ſent, where 
no naval force to engage on the ſeas could 
be expected, they ſurely were an incum- 
brance, where * could not 1 in any 


attack. 

As for Rochelle, we found it guarded with 
a fand at ebb — dry — ſo that even a bomb- 
ketch could not approach near enough to 
bombard it ; what therefore could we now 


expect, when we with reaſon apprehended, 
that no ſhip of force could cover — that 
nerve of the army, the infantry's.landing, nor 
batter forts, either inacceſſible, or at beſt up 
a ſtrait rapid river, where they muſt at half 
ebb lay broadſide, or on ground, at the mer- 
cy of the enemy's fire. 

September 19th, a rough ſea and great 
ſwell ; in the middle of the fleet, failing three 
knots per hour, E. by ſouth, wind N. W. 
by N. lat. 46 25, at eight this eve, the Ad- 
miral gave a fignal of eight guns, and the 
whole fleet brought too all that night, though 
a fair wind; the Royal William and Tor- 
bay, who failed off in purſuit of the French 
60 gun ſhip up the river to Bourdeaux—nar-- 
my eſcaping the ſands, gave out the chace; 

they 


12 1 
they had on board the only pilot who knew 
this coaſt, whieh might occaſion our laying 


too, but greatly retarded our coming to an- 

chor in the Rade De Paſque. 
20th ſeven o'clock, a league a- ſtern of 
the fleet, wind N. E. a freſh gale, which ren - 
dered it difficult to fetch Oleron; lat. 46 7, 
Oleron four leagues ſouth — at four p. m. 
eſpyed land a head, E. S. E. ſeven leagues, 
eight at night we ſaw a light houſe, and guns 
fire from the French coaſt; 225 between 
flaſh and report. It being a known maxim 
in Pneumaticks reſpecting the motion of 
light and found, that ſound moves (the air 
being equal) about one mile in the time a per- 
ſon may count moderately 25 —0on water 
but leſs on land; as many objects interpoſe 
on the ſurface of the earth, to retard the 
undulation of the air moving to the ear 
in an horizontal line; ſo that from this ob- 
ſervation, we judged ourſelves about three 

leagues from Oleronn 

September 2 1, in ſight of land, the tower 
or light houſe, on the north point of Oleron 
iſland, about two leagues diftant, a cutter 
hailed us not to go ahead of the Admirab's 
ſhip. Seven o'clock wind N. and by E. Ad- 
miral Knowles, who ,was to command the 
F. firſt 
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firſt diviſion in full fail, making toward 
land; eleven, a gun fired by Adm, Hawke, 
anſwered by Admiral K —S, ano- 
ther ſignal to tack, about half paſt eleven, 
three guns fired by Admiral Hawke, and 
the bloody flag, or flag of defiance hoiſted 
on the foretopmaſt-head ; twelve, the flag 
ſaddenly taken down, being hoiſted by the 
Captain without knowledge of the Admi- 
ral, who was faid to expreſs great reſent- 
ment at this being done without orders. Ad- 
miral Knowles coming up as if to ſpeak 
with Admiral Hawke, both bearing down 
to each other; then Admiral Knowles 
ſeemed to wear as if going into the road 
But at two o'clock we ſhortened fail, accord - 
ing to Admiral Hawke, who was nothing 
but topſails, and four ſtayſails cloſe in wind 
—and ſhortly after lay too, Ad. K. making 
full fail, all the land officers, as by order 
of 15th, the ſoldiers proviſion, arms, and 
ammunition, being put up ready, and ex- 
pecting to land that night, at eight o'clock 
we were all in full fail going in between 
Rhee and Oleron; but Adm. K. firing a gun, 
and making a tack, we all came to anchor 
about ſeven, p. m. near the iſle of Rhee, 
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wind N. E. 

22d, at ſeven o'clock in the morning, 
Adm. K. failed by, hammocks up, fails 
crouded, ready to engage, at eight we all 
weighed anchor, and failed between the 
iſlands of Rhee and Oleron, into a fine bay, 
called in the charts Rade De Paſque ; expect- 
ing now, that having the day before us, the 
firſt diviſion would have cleared all ob. 
ſtacles, and nothing wou'd have retarded our 
attempt of landing that night at fartheſt; 
but no ſooner were come into the center of 
the road, which is ſo fine a bay, as 5300 
ſhips might ſafely ride, than at nine, @, m. a 
ſignal was given tocaſt anchor, we ſounded, 
and found 23 fathom water, agreeable to the 
charts before cited, where a ſinus from dif- 
ferent currents meeting like a vortex, render- 
ed our ſtation the deepeſt water in this ſpaci- 
ous harbour. We were about two leagues from 
Rochelle, which appeared by the churches, 
monaſteries, and convents, a large and popu- 
lous city, and were within fight of the ſand 
dry at ebb, which guards it from a ſudden 
ſurpriſe of being bombarded by ſea. All the 
reſt of the day and night we remained at 
anchor, not a little anxious at this delay, 
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_ 23d, acalm morning, ſtill at anchor in 
fight of the Iſle D*Aix, where a fort, - fup- 
poſed a very ſtrong one, at the mouth of the 
river leading up to Rochefort ; muſt be in our 
poſſeſſion before any farther progreſs could be 
made; we could ſee the French colours 
hoiſted on the governor's houſe or - citadel, 
* and many preparations for our reception; 
many boats we could ſee rowing men into 
the garriſon fr om the coaſt. 

Ten o'clock Adm. K in the Neptune 
Do guns, and his whole diviſion, viz. Magna- 
nime 74, Barfleur 80, America 64, Al- 
cide 74, Burford 74, Royal William go, 
weighed and made full fail toward the front 
of the garriſon. Captain Howe led on the 
ſtarboard tack, and the America the lar. 
board. Many-guns fired from the Ifle of 
8 Oleron, at two of our ſmall veſſels nen 
— — ſhore. 

| 


Twelve o'clock A. H. weighed anchor, as 
— down to the fort; it was reported that 
2 — ſhewing fome backwardneſs of bearing 
down, the Admiral ordered his Captain to 
weigh, he'd go and lay before it himſelf; 

| which on feting'the other failed on with his 
| 18 but never came within gun-ſhot of 


the 
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the fort, as was viſible to all the fleet, and 
Aﬀn. H. caſt anchor again. 
Half an hour paſt twelve, the firſt wit 

fired from the garriſon at our ſhips, a ſmall 
battery alſo at the weſt corner 'of the iſland 
fired at the Jafon, who had the regiment'6f 
Buffs in boats ready to land, but we cou'd 
fee the balls fall ſhort of chem; — vaſt 
erouds of people appear on the French coaſts. 

The line of battle ſhips kept under fail, 
and the Jaſon. tack'd about and made up to 
them; not being able to land her men at the 
intended corner, both for the ſhallowneſs of 
the wo, and alſo the TEN fire of the 5 
tery. 

One o "clock the Ming ſtood di- 
rectly in to the fort, and began a moſt heavy 
fire, like a continual thunder, rendering-the 
very ſhip to appear as one cloud of ſmoke. The 
battery alſo fired very briſkly, and the Bar- 
fleur at a great diſtance, fired ſome few-puns, 
Before the attack began, Captain Howe re- 


ceived the fire of the garriſon with great in- 


trepidity, ordered all his men to lay down upon 
the decks, turn'd all his live cattle, fowl, anfl 


unneceſſaries over board; himſelf only with 


his ſpeaking trumpet in hand, the pilot and 


the 
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the man at the helm appearing upon deck, 
till he came within ſixty yards of the baſ- 
tions of the garriſon, when he began ſo fu- 
rious a fire, that the Monſieurs ſaid ſome- 
thing more than man muſt be on board that 
ſhip; the men in the garriſon were ſo much 
terrified, that moſt of them clapped them- 
ſelves down under the works of the garriſon, 
and in the ditches, nor could be prevailed on 
to ſtand to their guns, which obliged the 
governor to ſtrike the colours, and was no 
ſooner done, than they all jumped up, taking 
ſnuff, dancing, and rejoicing, as if they had 
gained a victory, 


The garriſon ceaſing fire, ſome ſailors and 
mariners firſt landed, and the Jaſon with the 
battalion of the Buffs in boats, took poſſeſ- 
fion of the iſland. There being only two 
marines and one ſailor killed on board the 
Magnanime, and one man killed in the gar- 
riſon, by a ball glancing off obliquely on 
his breaſt, where it remained fixed without 
force to penetrate through his body. 

The governor on our taking poſſeſſion, ſur- 
priſed us with ſaying to this effect, Meſ- 
fieurs, — we expected e're now; we had an 
account of your failing from St. Helen's the 

| 7th, 
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5th, which made us remove all our valoable 


* 
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effects, ſo that you will now find but a poor 
iſland.” The principal engineer met with a 
complement, that he'd now be happy, 
you've got your friends about you. 

This fort, had it been compleated accord- 
ing to old Vauban's plan of military archi- 
tecture, laid out and almoſt finiſhed —— 
might have given us great trouble. The para» 
pets were raiſed to their proper height, but 
embrazures were not yet fix'd, elſe perhaps 


the French for —— puſillanimity would not 
have been blam'd; in the fort were five 


hundred ſoldiers and two hundred failors, 
yet no diſcharge of muſquetry ; which as the 
Magnanime was ſo near, might have great- 
ly annoyed our marines on board; in the 
garriſon were found twenty guns, eighteen 
pounders, eight mortars, but few bombs 
were thrown, all which were either taken 
away or rendered uſeleſs. A great quantity 
of powder, ball, and ammunition in the ma- 

gazine, 
24th, ſtill at anchor, wind contrary from 
going up the river to Rochefort: Nine o- 
clock a man of war's boat ordered us to 
Wrigh, and make between the Ramillies and 
Ro- 
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fleet, that the French had certainly ſixteen 


— — — — —— — — — a, * 
png 4 
. — 
—* 


I 40 ] 
Rochelle; caſt anchor again at one, @ cou. 
eil of war per fignal, on board the Ramil- 
lies,. This day it was reported through the 


battalions of five hundred each, with thirty 
thouſand of well diſciplined militia, about 
Rochefort and Rochelle; and that the K. of 
France's houſhold troops were coming, down 

to Rocheſort. EL | 
- 25th, all the tranſports ordered to fail to 


the N. E. end of the Ifle of D'Aix, and this 


day we took boats to fee the iſland and its 
fortifications; we found the rocks extend ſo 
far into the fea, that our boat firuck two 
handred yards from ſhore, which made it im- 
poſſible for the Jaſon to fail near that corner. 
The inſtant we landed, the battalion of the 
Buffs were marching out of the barracks and 
garriſon, to return aboard the tranſports. 

The Ifland is not above one mile long, and 
out half a mile diameter, almoſt in an oval 
form, the ſoil, barren, ſandy, and gravelly, 
and yet one continued vineyard; we went in- 
to one of about fix acres, and were ſurprized 
to find their vines not bigher than our gooſe- 
berry buſhes in England. At firſt we thought 


it a 0 unbearing plantation but going 
farther} 
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farther, we found great quantity of grapes of 
fo delicious a flavour, as made us fatisfied, 
we had never taſted a good grape before; 
they are planted not much unlike our hops 
in England, only thus differing, inſtead of 
throwing up earth, they hollow a cavity 
round each ftem ; raiſing up ſand and gravel 
on each ſide, as well for the fendrils to reſt 
upon in windy weather, as to make the rays 
of the ſun more powerful reflected, and alſo 
to receive the falling rains in a baſon ; the 
old ſtems as big as a man's head, are open 
and near cut even with the ſurface of the 
earth ; no luxuriant branches appear, which 
makes me imagine the way of pruning their 
vines adds to the. fertility of their vintage, 
ſeeming at proper ſeaſons to lop off all new- 
bearing branches to the very ſtem, to pre- 
vent bleeding, or that the juice may be re- 
ſorb'd by the mother root; whereas we hold 
it dangerous to lop off the new luxuriant 
branches, they on the contrary ſeem to do it 
as being like ſuckers, impoveriſhing and hin- 
dering the fruit to come to maturity and per- 
fection. And though this iſland is greatly 
expoſed to the cold ſea breezes, yet ſeeing 
ſuch a fertility in each vineyard, I could not 

0 but 
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but imagine that many warm expoſures in 
England properly cultivated, might produce 
as fine grapes, tho' the experiments that have 
been already made have ſcarce 3 the 
expectation. 

From the vineyards we went into the town, 
where the ſtreets were ſtrewed with wooden 
ſhoes, ſome new, ſome old, ſome half 
ſcoop'd out, and a face of poverty appeared 
every where, ſcarce one inhabitant was to be 
ſeen, the greateſt part having fled to the con- 
tinent on fight of our formidable fleet; and 
though the ſtrifteſt orders were given both 
by General and Admiral, againſt moleſting 
the properties of the inhabitants, yet ſuch 
is the rapiciouſneſs of a conquering army, 
where wine was plentiful, that 'twou'd given 
a credit to our diſcipline, had there been no 
occafion of complaint. 

Thence we went into the barracks; and of- 
fices adjoining to the garriſon, where I met 
with one of the ſacerdotal order, in his ca- 
nonical habit, not unlike our batchelors of 
arts gowns, a grey venerable old man; on being 
introduced, I aſked him, Entendez vous Aug hit 
he anſwered, — cui, Menſfieur ; and aſked 

me 
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me in Engliſn to walk into his houſe, which = 1 
I did, and found it as dirty an habitation as 1 
J had ever ſeen; a large company were = 1 
drinking in his room, but on his coming in 
they all got up and walked out ; and on his 
ſaying to his ſervant, Firmer la port, we 
were left together; no ſooner were we ſeat- 
ed, but with great officiouſneſs, a dirty cloth 
was laid on the table, and on his forgetting 
to ſpeak Engliſh, aſked me, Youlez vous 
manger une pen? I anſwered, Si vous plais, 
Monfieur ? on which was ſet on very fine 
bread, but the wretchedeſt butter Engliſh- 
men ever taſted ; on drinking a glaſs of Fron- 
tiniack, I ſaid, I boped he'd received no ill E 
uſage, to which he anſwered, Not the leaſt 1 
ill uſage, but all the civility, and even more 
than I could have expected in my ſituation ; 
which obliges me to make this remark, 
that though it has been reported fince our 
return, that he had met with great abuſe 
from our ſoldiers, yet as the regiment of 
Buffs, the inſtant I was with him were 
taking boat again, if he ſuſtained any injury 
afterwards, it muſt be imputed to the ſailors 
or miners at work to blow up the fort, and 
not to the fault of any of the land ſoldiers. 

© There 
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There were then three parties of miners at 
work; but they being too few, more were 
ordered from each regiment, who in parties 
continued working till the zoth, when the 
fortification, governor's houſe, and barracks, 
were at ſeveral exploſions blown up, and the 
iſland quitted, Four men, viz. two'failors, and 
two ſoldiers of Lord Bentinck's regiment 
being blown up, and one ſerjeant having both 
his thighs broke, by a ſtone deſcendingon him, 
I can't paſs over the appearance and mein 
of thoſe I ſaw on the iſland and garriſon, 
making ſome allowance for their dejection of 
ſpirit, being ſo ſoon ſubject to the will of 
conquerors. I never ſaw in any part of Eng- 
land a more ſqualid look, and more booriſh 
demeanor. Tho' we in general reckon the 
ordinary people in France exceed ours in 
civility, and native politeneſs and addreſs, 
which I take to be a prejudiced opinion. The 
only cattle I ſaw were fix or ſeven very bad 
horſes belonging to the governor, and a few 
horned cattle, principally for his uſe ; ſome 
Indian wheat was alſo brought from thence 

by our officers. | 
Here alſo were we informed of ſixteen bat- 
talions and thirty thouſand militia, beſides the 
in- 
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invalids and workmen at the dock of Roche- 
fort, all which cou'd in fix hours time be aſ- 
ſembled, to oppoſe our attack ; that the 
ditch was then full of water, and by opening 
the fluices the country could be laid under 
water for five miles round. Should our infan- 
try land at Chatelaillon,---a deep moraſs and 
rivulet would retard their march, ſo that the 
artillery cou'd not get up without going 20 
miles round into the heart of the country; 
that all men of war built at Rochefort, for 
want of water, were forced to tide it down 
the river at ſpring tides only, without guns 
or rigging, and be compelled with jury maſts 
or tow, to go round to Breſt to take in their 
guns and rigging, and that but one ſixty gun 
thip had ever been built at Rochefort, but 
only 40 guns- -in general, and that therefore 


our ſhips of the line, &c. could be of no uſe 
in ſuch an attempt. 


Theſe relations coming frem ſuſpected 
perſons had no great weight in our judg- 
ments, but we ſtill retained expeQation, that 
now this obſtacle was removed, our landing 
would no longer be poſtponed ; the opinion 
we retained of the ſkill of our fea comman- 
ders, made us reſt aſſured they could not be 


guilty 
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guilty of ſo great an abſurdity, as to bring 


ſhips of that force and weight of metal, 


Where they could be of no manner of ſervice; 
and fluſh'd with hopes of being in fix hours 


on the French continent, we took boat and 


left the iſland, carrying a good quantity of 
fine grapes to regale our meſſmates aboard; 
having a ſtrong gale againſt us, not withaut 


ſome danger of being drown'd, but heartily 


douſed, —about g o'clock we got to our ſhip, 
though not without much difficulty to find 
her, our captain having neglected to hang us 
out a light. 

And now we have left the iſland, let me 
return a few days longer to my journal a- 
board, This evening every boat that hailed 
us, we expected to bring us freſh orders to 
land, but going, tho' late, to repoſe, we 
found ourſelves on waking (26 at morning) 
yet in the ſame tranquil ſtation, in the Rade 
de Paſque ; the air being very clear, we could 
now, by the help of glaſſes, ſee a long range 
of tents about one mile off ſhore, with an en- 


campment of cavalry, as if march'd behind 
ſome woods, the advanced guards we could 


plainly diſcover on an eminence, which gave 
us great mortification z refleting on our de- 
lays 
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lays and trifling away fix days, when each 
22 ſeemed precious in the execution of 
our project. Cutters and ſmall veſſels were 
ſent out all this day, to ſound up the river 
Charente leading to Rochfort, but we could 
ſee them return, without advancing within 
gunſhot of the fort La Foura; which ſtand- 
ing on an eminence, ſeemed to us a ſtrong 
fortification, we counted twelve embrazures 
pointing to the N. W. of the Rade, and could 
perceive men move upon the parapets as 

ſeeming to prepare. | 
This night it was reported the expedition 


was at an end, but on a ſudden orders came 
* for the ſoldiers to bold themſelves in readi- 
« neſs, if they ſhould be called upon to land 
« next morning. 
27th —— ſtill at anchor, wind E. 
twenty more miners out of every regiment, 
ordered to work on the iſled*Aix fortifications ; 
and forty ſoldiers with ball, and bayonet fix'd, 
to keep guard on deck every night, and hail 
every boat or veſſel that paſſed ; if not anfwer- 
ing in Engliſh after thrice hailing, nor giving 
the word, 'to fire in upon them ; this caution 
was taken on a report, that the French in- 
tended to > loud out ſome galeaſhes, or ſmall 
fire 
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fireſhips, in the dark nights, to annoy our 
fleet at anchor, A ſignal hung out for ano- 
ther council of war, on board the Ramillies. 

28th, a return being made of proviſion 
of the ſeveral tranſports the day before, an 
order this morning came from the general, 
that no water ſhould be allowed to waſh the 
linnen, even for the officers : all this morn- 
ing two ſmall French doggers, or galeaſhes, 
appeared in fight of the fleet, near the fort 
de Foura who kept a continual fire on 
our ſmall cutters, who ſeemed to be ſounding 
between the French cantinent and the N, E. 
corner of the iſland of Day. At 11 o'clock 
at night came ſudden orders, for all the 
troops to debark from the tranſports, on 
board the boats and land ſilently. Ra- 
milies 28th of September 1757, parole St. 
George &c. 

Which being alſo in every paper, I think 
unneceſſary to inſert, 

In obedience to theſe orders Colonel 
K y with Lieutenant Colonel Sir 
William Boothby, and Major Farquahar, 
who were to march at the head of the gre- 
nadiers, took boat before twelve, tho' about 
two leagues from ſhore, and a freſh. gale full 


againſt 
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againſt them, which would have endangered 
many of the boats loaded with men, ſo croud- 


ed that they could only ſtand erect; they 


were tumbled in the ſwell till two o'clock, 
none coming to conduct them to the place of 


rendezvous ; at laſt a cutter came down and 


ſay d, you are ordered to ſhip again, for that 
ce the other regiments cannot be ready theſe 
« two hours, Colonel K y fay'd © 7 
te can hardly believe it; ſhew me your orders,” 
on which was ſhewn a written order; at 
which all the ſoldiers made a humming noiſe; 
and they all went to their reſpective tranſ- 
ports, the boats remaining ſtill ready. | 

29th ſtill at anchor, every minute expect- 
ing to land; two men of war failed round the 
weſt ſide of the Ifle D'Aix, as if ſounding and 
trying to get up the river, but though they 
moved very ſlowly with little fail ſpread, we 
could often perceive them motionleſs as if on 
ground, and about twelve came back to the 
ſhips laying before the fort d'Aix: at two 
o'clock, p. m. the Agent gave orders for all 
maſters of tranſports to follow Admiral H. 
on ſignal, and that no troops diſembark 


without farther orders. All the ſhips of Ad- 


miral K. diviſion came down from before 
H D'Aix 


\ 


D'Aix: into G pen > - | 
308th ſtill at anchor, wind N. E. G 
from the Agent for cranſports to weigh and 
fail down to the Admiral the captain 
of our tranſpott went on board the Agent, 
and brought a letter not to be opened, but in 
caſe of ſeparation; this afternoon the fort of 
D' Ak in flames, and totally blown up: 
September iſt wind N. E: the whole fleet 
after ſignal given, weigh'd anchor, and failed 
for England, where we arrived the ſeventh; 
part of the tranſports being drove 9 che 
Downs by a hard gale—to N. W. 
Thus have I accounted for every hour in 
the voyage, and let me put one ſhort queſtion; 
if the ſea charts are wrong, as ſome «would 
inſinuate, why did neither the tranſports ap- 
proach ſhore, nor the ſhips of war venture 
up the river; when it could not be expected 
that the ſmall arms of the ſoldiery, could blow 
up docks, or batter forts, without aſſiſtance 
of our naval Nes. 
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